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Chesley R. Perry: Rotary’s first General Secretary 
 

Chesley Reynolds Perry, a Spanish-American War vet-
eran and former Chicago Public Library employee, 
served as Rotary’s first secretary and is known as “the 
builder of Rotary International.” 
While Rotary’s president changes every year, only 12 
people have served as general secretary, a role that’s 
equivalent to a chief executive — and at 32 years, Perry 
served the longest. 
In August 1910, the newly formed National Association 
of Rotary Clubs (now Rotary International) unanimously 
selected Perry for the role then known as secretary. He 
accepted the part-time position at $100 per month, with 
an agreement that the amount of time he’d devote 
would remain unspecified. By 1912, the job had evolved 
into a full-time executive role, and Perry’s pay was increased. 
Perry’s own office on LaSalle Street in Chicago, Illinois, USA, served as the first 
headquarters of the association. By 1911, Rotary had established an office in the 
First National Bank Building at the intersection of Dearborn and Monroe in Chicago. 
Perry concurrently served as editor and business manager of The Rotarian from 
1911 to 1928, and he opened Rotary’s first international office, in Zurich, Switzer-
land, in February 1925. He oversaw the expansion of Rotary as it grew during his 
tenure from 16 clubs in the United States to more than 5,000 worldwide. His title was 
officially changed to general secretary in 1941-42, his final year in office. 
 
“If I can in truth be called the architect, Ches can with equal truth be called the build-
er of Rotary International.”  -Rotary founder Paul Harris, “My Road to Rotary”  (1948) 
 
Perry had announced his plans to retire in 1940, but agreed to remain in his post 
while the organization trained his successor, Philip C. Lovejoy. A number of clubs 
sought to nominate Perry for RI president in 1942-43, but he declined, saying, “I am 
gratefully conscious of the high compliment thereby being paid to me.” 
After retiring, Perry remained a member of the Rotary Club of Chicago, which he’d 
joined in 1908. But he wasn’t done being a leader, and served as club president in 
1944-45. In 1954, Rotary offered him the title “secretary emeritus” to honor his years 
of service, but he again declined, preferring the role of ordinary Rotarian. 
Perry died on 21 February 1960 at the age of 87. 



 

  

The Newsletter of the Rotary Club of Hexham        page 2 

Number  14,  September 2020.   ©  Rotary Club of Hexham  

Rotary Citation 
Those of you who read the District Notices will have seen that for the second year running we 

have been awarded a “Presidential” Citation. This is awarded by Rotary International to clubs 

that achieve particular goals in a Rotary Year. It is actually called a “Rotary Citation” but original-

ly, because the President of Rotary International sets the goals to be achieved, it used to be 

called a “Presidential Citation” as it originated from the President of Rotary International. The 

name was changed because some clubs thought it referred to the Club’s President. However, 

the citation reflects the work of the whole club during the course of a Rotary year. 

Each Rotary, Rotaract, or Interact club can earn a Rotary Citation for achieving goals that 

strengthen Rotary and the club. Goals include increasing club membership, developing sustain-

able service projects, giving to The Rotary Foundation, and building awareness of Rotary in your 

community. 

The citation goals can be found in Rotary Club Central. To achieve the Rotary Citation in 
2019/20, 13 of the 25 available goals had to be met. These goals are laid out in Rotary Club 
Central and can be seen by any club member. Hexham Rotary successfully met the require-
ment. To continue this achievement, we need to carry on the good work this year. 

John Dumbrell  

Our Projects List 
At the Council Meeting on the 1

st
 of September, our projects list was discussed and, despite the 

difficulties of lockdown, we now have a short list of projects for the year. The list on the next page 

has been shortened to show these projects. Numbers 1, 22, and 27 are live and ongoing and the 

rest are projects that we believe can now go ahead although, as noted, three of them need a vol-

unteer to step forward to lead them. For brevity, the notes on the status have been shortened 

and full details are available on the original list. The full list is available on the Members part of 

our website. 

Of the projects not shown, the Foundation Team’s Tea Party, and Fashion Show continue in the 

planning stage as do the Disaster Fund Projects – Gin Tasting and Talk at The Forum.  

Some 11 other projects cannot proceed further unless the current restrictions are eased, and re-

main dormant for now. 

To get things moving now, we need three volunteers to lead the projects highlighted in red as, 

without leaders, they are doomed to fail. PLEASE STEP FORWARD if you can. The role for 12 is 

to source and edit articles, and work with the Courant to attract advertising. The Leader for 13 

would need to build a rota of members who will volunteer to collect in Fore Street and to attract 

musicians and choirs to support us, all subject to regulations in force in December. Project 15’s 

leader will need to liaise with the Food Bank and organise what support they may need, which 

may include funding, stimulating food donations and/or finding Club members who will volunteer 

to give them hands-on support .  

We all signed up to Rotary to help others and to do this we need to support our own projects—so 

now is your chance. Further information is available  from me. 

          Ben Herdan  blherdan@yahoo.co.uk  
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PROJECT NUM-
BER AND NAME 

PROJECT PURPOSE TEAM LEAD-
ER 

TIME 
SCALE 

COUNCIL 
APPROVE 

NOTES ON 
STATUS & 
WHETHER 
CAN PRO-
CEED 
DURING 
LOCKDOWN 

1.Christmas 
Cards 

  Rita Marri-
son 

Nov/ 
Dec 20 

Yes Rita reports 
it is proceed-
ing now 

2. Crocus corms Profits to Polio Fund Andy Rigg     Can proceed 
now 

12. Christmas 
Chronicle 

Fundraiser and publicity REQUIRED Dec 20 Yes Can go ahead 
in lockdown. 

13. Fore Street 
Collection 

Fundraiser for local char-
ities 

REQUIRED Dec 20 Yes May be sub-
ject to re-
strictions 

15. West North-
umberland Food 
Bank 

Helps poor in West 
Northumberland 

REQUIRED Now Yes Needs to 
continue in 
lockdown 

22.  ‘Not the 
Great North 
Run’ fundraiser 

26 Rotarians each walk 
one mile – beneficiaries 
will be Tynedale Hos-
pice and other local char-
ities 

Miles Mid-
dleton 

Sept 13th 
2020 

  Suggestion 
from Miles 
Middleton, is 
going ahead 

25. Tree Plant-
ing 

  Andy Rigg   Yes Can proceed 
during lock-
down 

26. Middle 
School Reading 
Project 

  Paul Wharri-
er 

    Ongoing pro-
ject 

27. Talking 
Newspapers 

   Peter Trevel-
yan/ Brian 
Massey 

  Yes Ongoing us-
ing Zoom, 
more readers 
sought 

39. Support for 
town events and 
activities 

Hexham Town Council 
to identify relevant 
events and activities, eg 
Clean and Green 

Bob Hull to 
alert us to 
possibilities 

      

Did You Know? 
Hexham Rotary meet every fortnight via Zoom and have an interesting series of speakers. Part-

ners, friends and anyone interested is welcome to join these meetings. Our next meetings are 

on Monday 7th September at 6.30pm  and the speaker is Margaret Hales—the International 

President of the European Union of Women. On Monday 21st Sept at 12.30 Lauren Woodwiss 

is speaking on “Life in Borneo” and on Monday Oct 5th at 6.30pm we have a talk on the Historic 

Local Railway network. 

If you are interested in joining one of these meetings, just let me know and I will send you the 

details.   

         John Dumbrell    admin@hexhamrotary.co.uk 
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Our Babyface Competition 
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In our fun competition, how many of our beautiful babies 
can you identify? Often our facial features don’t change too 
much over the years - they just get longer or wider! 

The Rules 
You have 16 faces and a list of 22 possible names. Six 
names are NOT ‘faces’. 

1. Write the possible name against the ‘face’.  

2. Conferring is allowed between members.  

There are prizes for the three people who have identified the most 
‘faces’ correctly. 

1st prize: A box of Jelly Babies 

2nd prize: A bag of jelly babies 

3rd prize: A small bag of jelly babies. 

The answers to this competition and the announcement of the winners will form part of one of 
our zoom meetings, meanwhile the closing date for entries is the 14th September. Please enter 
by email to Rita. There is no entry fee but donations in aid of Polio Eradication would be grate-
fully accepted. 

 

Possible names for our babies.  
We don’t want to make it too easy for you! So there are more names 

than babies. Some names do not have a ‘face’ here. 
 

Max Hamps.          Peter Wood.           Ben Herdan.  
         Michael Saxon.         John Robinson.           

Shelagh Carter.       Terry Robson.         John Dunn.       
George Robinson.        Bobbie Middleton.         

 Andy Pryor.          John Dumbrell.             Helen Underwood.          
Rita Marrison.    Andy Rigg     

Richard Thornton.     Brian Massey       Miles Middleton.        
Jan Herdan.       Ralph Wrighton. 

Tom Jobson  Andy Moore 
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AYP Joins as our first Corporate Member 
We have been delighted to welcome the first corporate member into our Rotary Club. 
A.Y.P. Financial Planning Ltd., who offer financial advice, have an office in Gilesgate off Market 
Street, Hexham. The primary Rotary member is Mrs Kim Alexandra and the firm’s Secondary 
member is Stephanie Ryder. 
You will recall that this firm recently received a Rotary Certificate of Appreciation from our Club 
for the very considerable support and backing given by them to Foundation through the purchase 
of Christmas cards. 

 
Kim moved from Warwick-
shire to Northumberland in 
1989 when her children 
were aged 5 and 2. 
When the children were at 
school, she got a job work-
ing for the careers service 
before attending Northum-
bria University were she 
completed a two year post 
graduate diploma in Ca-
reers Advice.  She then 
worked in various careers 
services throughout the 
North East. 
She subsequently joined 
Barclays Bank on a fast 
track training programme 
and was one of only 3 
women in the UK working 
as a senior manager in the 
Corporate Sector of Bar-

clays – quite a big deal in those days!  Kim had always wanted to run her own business and so, 
after 10 years with Barclays, she left to set up AYP Financial Planning. 
That was 18 years ago and she runs an excellent business in Hexham advising clients and their 
families by looking after their financial planning needs. 
 
Stephanie was born in Spennymoor and left there to go to Teesside and Sheffield Polytechnics 
before heading to London aged 21. 
 She first worked in Simpsons, a family department store, then for management consultants in 
Grosvenor Place and this was followed by a stint in a typographical firm in Reigate. She then 
moved back to London working in the Energy Saving Trust. All this time working in the accounts 
departments. Her final work in the South was for a firm of solicitors in Godalming and then Guild-
ford. 
Stephanie moved up to Northumberland in 1999 to live in Wall, where her twins, Olivia and 
Charles, now 19, were born. In 2012, she moved into Hexham when she joined AYP as Office 
Manager. 
Her twins both started university last year. Olivia – Paramedic Science at Sunderland and 
Charles – International Relations at the University of East Anglia. 
Stephanie fund raises for Maggie’s Newcastle and also supports the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation. 
 

Brian Massey 
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Continuing Our History 

1947 onwards 
It may appear that (apart from the loss of early archives) the Club had prospered from the word go, but 
apparently it suffered from more than one setback early on, including a drop in numbers to six at one 
point, but seems to have weathered whatever those storms were by and from its’ “Twenty First”. 

Our Archives contain copies of the impressive 21st Birthday Celebrations programme and of the next sig-
nificant anniversary - the 50th held on the 18th May 1977. With all due respect to the Abbey Hotel (Now the 
Beaumont Hotel) it must have been felt that a grander venue was called for, so the event was celebrated 
at a “Banquet” at the Tattersall Suite, Gosforth Park.  

It is interesting to note that Brown Windsor soup has been replaced by “La Potage Comtesse” and the 
menu abounds with French names – ‘croquette, noisette’ etc. - entertainment was provide by the 
Tynetones Barbershop Quartet, Valerie Hooker  (Soprano) and Alf Douglas (Comedy Magic). By a happy 
coincidence this was also Queen Elizabeth’s Silver Jubilee Year, and we have a splendid envelope 
adorned with a picture of Hexham and proclaiming our Anniversary. It is franked with a special Rotary Club 
of Hexham postmark and stamped with an 8.5p Silver Jubilee stamp. 

Our Archives also contain copies of a summary of the Club’s history to 1977 and a further update is pro-
vided in 1987 from a speech by Stephen Hart-Jackson at the Diamond Jubilee to which I am indebted for 
details of major events in the 40 years (1947-87). Stephen Hart-Jackson (President 1958/9) was our only 
District Governor (1970) to date, though in 1962 W.A.Hancocks (President 1960/1) was District Chairman. 

Incidentally the Rotary Club of Tynedale was formed in June 1977 with Don Jowett as its’ Founder Presi-
dent. Our membership in 1977 was 56, though it is interesting to note that 23 men are named as Charter 
Members, one more than the number mentioned for 1927 – who was he? Also in 1977 (21st January), the 
Hexham Rotoract Club was formed. 

In the 1950’s the Club seems to have organised itself into the current committee system, with Community 
Service and Vocational being specifically mentioned.1954 saw a very important event for both Club and 
Town which must have involved a great deal of preparatory work for those involved, namely the provision 
of a Coat of Arms for the Town and a Chain of Office for the Chairman of the U.D.C. (now, of course, the 
Mayor). We sought advice and help from associated clubs, Inner Wheel and Round Table in particular, 
and a design was submitted to and accepted by the College of Arms.  

On 2nd April 1954 at the Forum Theatre, Viscount Allendale presented the Coat of Arms to the UDC Chair-
man and the Chain of Office was blessed by the Venerable C.H.Ritchie, Archdeacon of Northumberland. 
The M.P.for Hexham, Rupert Speir and Viscount Ruffide (?) his predecessor and then speaker of the 
House of Commons also spoke. Rotarian Bernard Hanson explained the composition of the Coat of Arms, 
which embodies the Town’s historical royal connections, its’ time as a Bishopric, the Abbey’s Patron, Saint 
Andrew, the significance of the River Tyne, with com sheaves and a sheep as symbols of the many agri-
cultural businesses - the Mart especially – and a pair of flensing knives (Rotarian Terry Robson keeps one 
on display, incidentally) representing the era of leather working and glove making. 

In the 1950’s, the Club entered into an agreement with Hexham Raphael’s Club to transport disabled 
members to their monthly meetings in the town. This provision lasted for many years and was obviously 
well used, covering 246 miles a month in 1957.  

Until it was, apparently, no longer needed the Club and Inner Wheel provided a scheme for taking library 
books to the housebound throughout Tynedale. 

The late Arthur Gardner’s coincidental holding of both our Club’s Presidency and Chairman of the UDC led 
to our raising, over the next 3 years of £3000 towards provision of floodlighting for the Abbey, another wel-
come piece of Rotary/Town cooperation. 

During 1969/70, the Club discussed the problems of Juvenile Delinquency with a series of experts from 
School, Court, Police and Social Services, which resulted in the Vocational Services Committees’ Delin-
quency Report. Very well informed, it does suggest that not much has changed as we compare it with the 
suggested causes and remedies put forward some 36 years on! It would be interesting to learn to whom 
this report was sent and what follow-up or implementation of its’ suggestions the Club had in mind. 

Sandy 
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Hexham Rotary Helps the Environment 
 

After talking to the Tyne Rivers Trust, we arranged for two small 
working parties help them to remove some Himalayan Balsam 
from the river bank. The area chosen was the SSI at 
Watersmeet - the junction of the North and South Tynes. Each 
group of six Rotarians and some 
partners met on the riverside to 
help. 

The first party consisted of Brian 
Sanderson, Rob Hart, Ben Herdan, 
Peter Jewitt, Terry Robson and 

Jean Dumbrell - all carefully briefed on social distancing - who met 
on the Tuesday afternoon. 

The second party set to on 
Wednesday morning when Andy 
Rigg, Andy & Ann Moore, Roger Abraham, Jim Yeomans and 
Andy Prior took their turn at tackling the invader. 

Himalayan Balsam is an annu-
al plant that was imported into 
the UK as a garden flower. It is 
an annual and speads rapidly, 
each plant producing around 
500 seeds. It stifles the natural 
vegetation and outgrows its 

competitors. It is very shallow rooted and easy to pull up but this 
means it is easily washed away by flood waters and this leaves 
bare patches of river bank that are then easily eroded. 

Our two groups worked diligently 
for two hours and were very 
pleased to see their patches of HB cleared away, leaving the British 
grasses and plants a chance to flourish. Although not hard work, 
we had chosen the two warmest days in August and that, combined 
with the very humid weather, meant it was very warm work and we 
all perspired freely. We started wearing tabards for a photograph 
but discarded them later on because of the heat. The plant, once 
pulled up, was broken and piled in heaps to rot down. We were only 
just in time as some seed heads 
were already forming and, in anoth-

er week, would have been spreading next years crop. 

Despite the hot weather, everyone enjoyed themselves and ex-
pressed satisfaction at a job well 
done. it was especially satisfying to 
see the several areas cleared of 
himalayan Balsam. 

The Tyne Rivers Trust thanked us 
for our hard work. We hope to work 
with them in the future to continue 
our efforts to improve the local environment. 

Our pictures show us hard at work. 

         John Dumbrell  
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We Need Your Views 
To keep our magazine alive and up to date, we need more articles from club members. It is your magazine  - articles 

can be on any subject, local stories, a walk or an interesting visit. Stories, especially with pictures, are most wel-

come. It is better to email the pictures but actual photos can be accepted and will be returned after being copied.  

As you can see in this issue, there are topics ranging from  International visits to history but the writers can be count-

ed on one hand. We desperately need more articles on a diversity of subjects. Why not write about your favourite 

charity or your hobby or even suggestions of how the club might improve. We even accept articles from non—

Rotarians. We also need write ups of Rotary events, if you are involved in any aspect of Rotary, then let us know 

what you are doing. It might be helping children in school, giving time to a local charity or tidying up the town. Send 

any items to me at dumbrelljl@btinternet.com. Deadline for our September issue is the 24th August. 

                   John Dumbrell, Editor 

Pictures from the Past 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tom Jobson and fellow Rotarian Pat 

Docherty with Hexham Rotaractor 

Debbie Lees selling tickets for the 

Duck Race  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does any one know who or when the walkers are? 


